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-    Copy  of  £>-oc3ccii  /^iven  by  John       Solmch  before  Uxo  House-  of  lleproGGntr.tivos  on 
Friday  noi-liin;:,  ViibTv.-iry  12, 

A^brahOrfTi  Lincoln's  first  political  speech^  delivored  nt  Poppsville,  Gajif^.uncn  Coiuity, 
Illinois,  in  IB32., 

'•Gentileinen  and  Fellov;~Giti2ens? 

"I  presume  you  luiov;  v;ho  I  cun.,  I  am  huifible  iVbraliam  Lincoln^  I  have  'been  solicited 
"by  ray  many  friends  to  becone  a  candidate  for  the  LeiC:islatHre-. 

"Ily  politic?  are  short  and  sv^eeto 

"I  ara  in  favor  of  a  national  "bank. 

"I  fill  in  favor  of  tac  internal  improveraent  system..  {>nd  a  hi{;h  protective  oariffo 
"These  are  my  sentiwontsj  and  political  princr  .-l • 
"If  elected.  1  sliall  "be  thanldTul",     if  not^  it  v;ill  b-a  all  the  sainoc*' 
Lincoln  suffered  defeat  in  this  first  political  venttrrej  "but  the  next  four  consecu.- 
tive  terrasj  Lincoln  v/as  elected  a  State  ReproGentative.^    And  then  in  ICMS  Lincoln 
t;as  elected  to  the  .Goncress  of  the  United  otateso 

When  Lincoln  entered  Ifashin^ton  as  Pre^sident  of  the  United  States.,  he  did  not 
enter  like  "The  Conquerinc  -Zqto'^  that  he  uasc    He  was  elected  as  "KOKHST  ■ABl^,  TH3 
EAIL  S:''II'TT:2Rr. "    But  the  real  Lincoln  uas  almost  -ujikno'.TO  —  the  South  thought  hira 
an  incarnate  fiend       men  of  ]iis  cabinet  opposed  him       Abolitionists  tliou^ght  him 
too  slov;  -==  Horace  Greeley  denounced  him  in  The  Tribune       and  \.'endell  Phillips 
sneered  at  him  on  the  platfor:n>^ 

Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address  was  not  at  first  appreciated  in  this  countryc  The 
first  appreciation  of  this  immortal  address  carae  fron  across  the  sea  ■"■•=  the  .^\inerican 
press  caught  the  inspiration  and  began  the  praise  which,   tho"  belated^  more  and  . 
more  reveals  the  sin^plop  but  unsurpassed  eloquence  of  LIITGOLTI S  GjTTYliijlIRG  ADIHIISS 
th£f,t  has  been  cast  into  bronze,  and  carved  and  chiseled  into  marble  throii{^hQut  the 
length  pjid  bread. th  of  this  nation  as  a  lastinf^  nomoiy  to  this  ^;reat  American  States- 
man c 

Mhen  1  v/aa  asked  to  del3.ver  a  Lincoln  Birthd^iy  a£;.dressj  I  considorod  it  a 
f;Tccit  conpliment<.    Ilk®  all  Americons,  I  liave  so  admired  the  life  of  ou3"  sixteenth 

-vA-pr. 1  T  h'^.'T'^  .•i1"'0 •  ."r):r''-;hlr-:pfl  Iitp    rvid      nr^''!(^  *>-.';■•  .'^■nolorl  s'e  for  it.  Count 

'i'ol&toi  once  :;ald,  "Liucoiii  \;ai;  a  Chrioi.  in  ffiiniaturuc '* 

Tho  sun  'jhich  rose  on  a  bright  ouiuiny  morn,  the  12th  day  of  Fobruixry^  lc03  -  - 
I3H  years'  n^o  todoy^  llchtod  up  a  little  log  cabin  on  Nolin  Creek,  Hajrdin  Coixnty,, 


J 

v/hich  i/as  aimiiar  in  its  humbleness  to  t}\e  tirth  of  Chrf^sto    Like  Christ,  h©  lived 
.for  csthersj  and  sacrificed  his  all  that  h'^jn-ionity  ini,n;ht  Aive  in  a  better  worldc 

One  v/riter  says  of  LincolrXj  "God  ha,d  Imilt  him  in  the  ■bacl<yard  of  the  llv-xtionj, 
and  there  i/rapped  in  honely  ^aise  and  preserved  and  natizred  his  ptire  humanitjo" 

The  025)0 ear e  of  years  vras  needful  to  uncoTer  his  imiDelling  ond  eadurin^j  great" 
ness'o.    Lincoln  never  posed.,  nor  rxxt  on  airs.,    Hlg  homely  .-md  honest  hximonity 
carried  him  to  the  hcic;hts  of  rare  achievenentsc.    He  was  a  groat  coirinionerj  -  thic 
great  rail  splitter  -  uith  no  veneer,  but  a  heart  of  oakc    Porty='seven  v/ords  v;ere 
used  "by  Ahrahcim  Lincoln  to  tell  his  life  story,  prepared  for  the  dictionary  of 
Coneress  in  IS^Sc    Koxf  over  fo'or  thousand  books  and  parsphleta  ha\^c  been  vrritien 
ahout  him. 

V/ilson  'rrotOf,  ''That  Lincoln  v;as  the  supreme  American,  of  our  hictory'^j  and  Taft 
remarked,,  "That  the  influence  of  his  Christ-like  character  had  spread  to  tlxe  four 
quarters  of  the  glohec"  '  *  \ 

Lixicoln  seeJned  to  soe  every  side  of  every thin^c    He  hr^d  the  most  comprehensive  - 
the  most  judic'lous  mind       loact  faulty  in  his  conclusions  of  an.y  man  in  histor^'-r 
Lincoln  developed  into  a  groat  military  usn,,  that  is  to  sa.Vg  a  nan  of  military 
judgnient  after  throe  or  four  years  of  military  practice  in  the  science  and  art  of 
v/ar  he  arrived  at  this  extraordinary  knowledge  of  it..    To  sum  it  up^,  he  was  a  horn 
leader  of  men.    He  Icnevj'  huraan  nature^    He  Imew  v;ho,t  chord  to  strikej,  and  i/as  never  ■ 
afraid  to  strike  it  \jhen  he  believed  the  time  liad  arrived  to  strike  it.,    DuriDtj  his 
brief  berm  of  powers  he  was  prohably  the  ooject  of  .more  abuse  and  ridicule  than  any 
other  man  in  the  \-/orldj,  but  v/iien  ho  fell  by  the  hand  of  an  assa^ain  at'  the  very 
monont  of  his  stupendous  victory^  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  vied  v.dth  on 3  onothcr 
in  playing  .hoBiage  to  his  character^    The  seventy'-cight  years  that  have  since  elapsedj 
have  established,  his  placo  in  history  as  one  of  the  great  bonsf actors  not  of  his  o\m 
country'  alone E  out  of  the  human  race.. 

In  private  lifo^  Lincoln  illustrated  the  groat  motto  of  his  pu.blic  policy  — 
";/ITR  im.ICS  TOWATlI)  MOlIIi;       'Jim  Cli/iHIlT  FOP.  jILL-,"    Kc  was  never  hea:rd  to  s:oeok 
ha,rshly  of  those  who  bitterly  opposod  himr.    His  v/ritin^s,  like  hiinselff,  v/ors  grandly 
cinploc.    Lincoln  said,  "IF  SLAViSY  13  ITOT  '.GIOIIG,  HOTKIiia  IS  \imUQ.:    ..ML  MY  LIFi3,  I 
ilAVli  LirOD  A  BLACK  HA.]!  V/ITH  A  ^/IIITS  ID:^ART  B:^TT.2l  THA.IT  A  V/hIT];l  IIAH  '/ITK  A  BLACK  HiiARTo 


« 


Another  ono  of  his  sayinea^  "GOD  IfJr/r  HAVyJ  L0V2iJD  a?]iiil  COIlMOls''  P:;C'PLil,  KjJ  !'A]-.Ji;  DO  V^'{ 
OP  Ti:.:;i3t.«  AM,  '♦all  mT  I  am,  I  0\ni  to  !ff  'SAIIITiJD  IJOTKi-m."    His  T.iothor'e  home 
bo  a  c>  ted  only  one  'boo'k       'The  BiliJloc 

The  Bible  was  to  Lincoln  the  touchstona  by  wl-.ich  hit;  Judgment  on  ever;'  qaeation 
v/as  doternined  in  natters^  legal,  political,  coranercial  and  personal.    It  became  to 
him  a  court  of  last  re  sort  e    He  a^jpealed  to  it  with  tho  expecta.tion  that  it -3  verdict 
v;ould  be  accepted  as  finals    LIIJGOLIT  LOV?iD  Th3  BIBLa.      Here  \re  obserys,  if  v/e  look 
clor.sly,  the  footprints  of  5od  are  evoryvhere  visible  in  kurr.nn  history^    His  ej'e  is 
vLpon  the  i/orldj  and  his  hmids  xipon  the  nationso    In  the  centarios  ^^cne  by,  he  spoke 
thra'  the  prophets-    V/hen  God  wants  men  for  soinfi  special  v/ork^  he  first  endows  them 
v/ith  the  pouers  and  qualities  needed  for  the  work  he  \/ants  accompli shedc    He  then 
puts  then  thm^  a  coui'se  of  training  and  educo.tes  thorn  for  thc^r  special,  work;  so 
He  did  vrf.th  Lincolno    His  official,  training  was  in  the  vrildo  of  Kentucky,  ond  amid 
pinchinc  poverty  in  Indiana  and  on  "the  virgin  prairies  of  Illinoisc     '/hen  the  time 
'./as  fit  J  hov/ever,  and  God  uas  ready:  He  stiranoned  hin  to  the  front.     He  placed  in 
his  handj  the  sceptre  of  authority j,  vrhich  he  vdelded  •s./ith  th-t  ease,  pov;er  and 
^/isdoffi  v;hich  astonished  the  v/orld,  and  uon  for  him  iiniiiortal  famec 

On  the  l^i-th  of  April^  IS65,.  after  a  day  of  unusual  cheerfulness  in  those 
troublesome  times,  and  seeking  relaxation  frow  his  careSf,  tb.e  President,  acccrrrpan" 
ied  by  his.vdfos,  went  to  the  Pord^s  Theatre^  in  Washint<?;toni,       C„    There  the  foul 
assassin,  J.,  '.rilkos  Tiooth.  av/aited  his  corningo    Just  as  the  third  act  of  ''OUR 
Altl^RICAi;  OOUiilii"  v;as  about  to  comnence,-;  he  fired  the  shot  that  took  the  life  of 
Abraliain  Lincolne 

Abraham  Lincoln  needs  no  marble  shaft  to  periDetuato  his  name;    his  v;ords  are 

t]i.,-;  v-io?,t  on.:^u-:'in^  monument    and  vill  forever  live  i.u  tho  hoarta  r^f  the.  r  no-o^.en  c.  ^ ,. 


